332                    Hindu Sects.

of the Sri Vaishnava sect. Vairdgis. These are the
ascetics of the Ramanand sect described above. They
have no employment and no fixed abode, but wander
from shrine to shrine, and from one monastery to
another, dependent upon the gifts of the faithful.
Nagas. All the great Hindu sects have a division of
nagas, i.e. those who carry their religious earnestness
to an extreme length. These men discard all clothing;
and though regarded as saints by the community, are
known to be a most dissolute set of men. At some
religious festivals hundreds of them walk in procession
absolutely naked, in the presence of thousands of men
and women.